NORTH JERSEY BRIDGE ASSOCIATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

MAY 21, 2005
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH, MAHWAH
President Lee Ohliger called the meeting to order at 9:45 a.m. Board members in attendance were:

Lee Ohliger




President

Betty Price




Vice President
Frank Grunebaum



Treasurer

Carol McMackin



Admin/Rec Secretary, Annual Dinner
Glenda Calkins



Tournaments, District 3 Representative
Richard Rosner



Recorder, NAOP/GNT
Michael Jeshion



Mailing
Mary Giannella



Annual Dinner

Tod Thorgerson



Johnke, Conduct and Ethics, Prizes, Reitman

Jerry Goodman



Budget, District 3 Representative

Blair Seidler




NAOP/GNT, Webmaster, Player of the Year
Betty Hough




Pro-Am, Mailing, Site, Novice Promotion




Gale Mirro




Unit-Wides/STaC
Susan Green




Club Coordinator, Pairings

Marlene Case



Tournaments

Betty Ann Smith



Membership, Annual Dinner, District 3 Representative
Penny Paikin




Charity

Bruce Humphreys



Auditor, Sanctions

Also in attendance:  Marilyn Wells
Newsletter



Andy Lohan

Past President

Absent and excused:
Amy Nellissen, Elaine Meyers

The minutes of the past meeting were reviewed.  Betty Ann and Penny were shown as attendees but had actually been absent and excused from the meeting. A motion was made by Bruce, seconded by Blair, to approve the minutes as corrected. The motion carried unanimously.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Lee announced that he will be appointing a Nominating Committee by July 1st. He asked that those board members interested in continuing to serve notify him as soon as possible.  A list of board members whose terms are expiring was shown on the meeting agenda.
TREASURER’S REPORT

Frank reported that the unit has a surplus of $39187 as of April 30th, of which $16161 is cash, with the balance investments. We have a profit of $6197.35 thus far this year, but upcoming events (Johnke, Reitman, Annual Dinner) will diminish that amount. The April Sectional netted a profit of $3556, which offsets the loss from the February event.

Frank was asked if the $500 donation to a tsunami relief fund approved at the January meeting had been made yet.  Since it had not, Penny will research possible organizations, discuss them with Glenda and Lee, and give Frank the pertinent details so the donation can be made.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
TOURNAMENTS

Marlene and Glenda reported that things are going well, and that our sectionals have an excellent reputation, especially Sunday. Lee suggested that since we have surplus funds, the committee should consider buying food for Sunday,
Glenda stated that our caddies are currently paid $25 per session, except for Friday afternoon when it is more difficult to get caddies. The current rate is $30 per session at regionals. A motion was made by Glenda, seconded by Blair, to pay caddies $30 per session, except for Friday afternoon. The motion passed unanimously.

There will be a meeting on June 27th with the people from Guardian Angel Church regarding ongoing problems with the plumbing. It was suggested that we offer to pay for some of the repairs, and that our contribution be used to offset a rent increase for some period of time. Lee suggested that up to $2500 be offered, and that the situation be approached as a partnership with the church. A motion was made by Marlene, seconded by Betty Ann, that the committee determine an amount, in consultation with the executive board, to contribute toward plumbing repairs in exchange for consideration on any rent increase. The motion was carried unanimously.

Carol stated that a group of interested individuals had met, at Amy’s suggestion, to discuss holding a sectional for players with 299 points or less. After determining that there was a sufficient core of volunteers, the group contacted the executive board for permission to hold the event over the summer. Permission was given, and the event will be held July 15th to 17th. The owners of the Maywood club agreed to let the unit use their facility for the weekend for a nominal rental fee. A schedule similar to that in Allendale will be used, with games Friday night at 7 pm., Saturday at 10 am, and 3 pm., and a 2-session Swiss on Sunday beginning at 10:30 am. Separate games will be held for 0-20 players if possible.

Carol asked whether the points earned would be applied to Player of the Year races. After discussion, it was decided that the points would not be considered for Player of the Year, but the board will revisit the situation next year.
STaC

Gale reported that everything is on schedule. Marilyn stated that hand records are available today for all clubs. She also stressed that it is very important for each club to correctly report their schedule for STaC games to Gale when they are contacted.
Betty Price stated that she feels that the January STaC hurt the attendance at the February sectional. She made a motion, seconded by Marlene, to eliminate the winter STaC, and hold only 2 each year. The motion was defeated by a vote of 13-2.

Unit 126 in Connecticut will combine with our unit for the June STaC, giving greater overall point awards to winners.

NAOP/GNT

Blair reported that the GNT winners are planning to play in Atlanta. The NAOP qualifying games are coming up in June, July and August. A schedule of those games at each club will be in the next newsletter, and Blair will also make the schedule available on the website. The 2-session district final will be held on Sept. 25th in Allendale, with brunch at 11:30 and the game starting at 12:30.

PRO-AM

No report.

REITMAN/JOHNKE

Tod stated that the Reitman will be held on October 1st at Immaculate Conception Church. The Johnke will be held today at the same location. Attendance is up to 34 teams this year: 14 in Flight A, 7 in Flight B, and 13 in Flight C. Hopefully the attendance at the Reitman will also increase. Blair felt that it would be beneficial to have the same number of teams in each flight.
UNIT-WIDES

No report.

ANNUAL DINNER

Mary announced that the event will be held this year on Friday night, December 2nd
 at Gatsby’s. Betty Price has the contract.

NEWSLETTER

Marilyn announced that the submission date for the next newsletter has already passed. She asked for the board’s input on what information should be included in future newsletters: club schedules, tournament calendar, club winners, tournament winners, tournaments ads, articles. 

Betty Price stated that articles should always be published, and that ads should be smaller in size. It was felt that the editor should decide what information to include, and that we should increase the number of pages in the newsletter when necessary. A motion was made by Betty Price, seconded by Carol, to give the editor the authority to expand the number of pages in the newsletter as needed. The motion passed unanimously.

WEBMASTER

Blair stated that the email addresses have been fixed.

CHARITY

Penny thanked Glenda for her help at the last Allendale event when Penny was unable to attend. Glenda said the turnout was not very good, only 22 tables. The next charity event is in November, with the Dana Farber Institute again the recipient. Last year the unit donated an additional $300 above the amount collected. A motion was made by Penny, seconded by Blair, to donate $300 to the Dana Farber Institute. The motion was carried unanimously.

NOVICE PROMOTION

No report.

PLAYER OF THE YEAR

Blair stated that the last update is available on the website and will be published in the next newsletter. 

CONDUCT AND ETHICS

Richard said that Sol had given him a complaint against an individual at the last sectional, which has been filed.

MEMBERSHIP
Betty Ann reported that membership currently stands at 1403.

MAILING
No report.
CLUB COORDINATOR

No report.

OLD BUSINESS

None.
NEW BUSINESS
Andy asked that the unit stress active ethics, and in the past the unit had posters in each club. 

Glenda stated that the board established a Good Behavior Policy to be adhered to at the clubs and tournaments. The policy is also on the unit, district and ACBL websites. She suggested that it be added to the newsletter and that new posters be made.


A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Blair, seconded by Jerry, and carried unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m.

